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The Decline of American Hegemony: the Perspective of the Political Leadership
by  Yang Weidong
[Abstract] The comprehensive national strength of a country depends on both its
national power and political leadership. In recent years, while the economic and military
strength of the United States has not declined significantly, its political leadership
has gradually weakened in two ways. First, the ability of the United States to lead
internationally has been severely hampered by the failure to produce a shared national will
due to political polarization and vetocracy. Second, its ability to mobilize its own political
resources to participate in global governance and build international order has declined as
reflected in its strategic mistakes overseas and the undermining of its strategic credibility.
With the decline of US political leadership both at home and abroad, its comprehensive
national strength, which is determined by both its national power and political leadership,
will naturally decline, leading to the decline of US global hegemony.
[Key Words] decline of American hegemony, political leadership, political polarization,

vetocracy, strategic mistakes, the undermining of strategic credibility

Post—Cotonou Negotiation and the Prospects for EU—Africa Relations

by  Zhao Yating
[Abstract] The Cotonou Agreement was originally scheduled to expire on February 29,
2020. In order to ensure the continued development of the partnership between the EU
and ACP countries, the two parties started to negotiate the Post—Cotonou Agreement in
September 2018. During the negotiation process, the EU and the ACP countries agreed
that the positive results of the Cotonou Agreement should be retained, and there ware
consensuses on the content update, principles and objectives, and framework design
of the follow—up agreement. However, since Africa is a leading group in the ACP
countries, there are major differences between the EU and Africa on the role of the
African Union, immigration issues, trade and investment, and aid funds, which forced
the postponement of the Post—Cotonou agreement. The obstacles in the negotiations
reflect the difficulties of the European Union, the rise of Africa, the limitations of the
ACP countries, and the changes in the international order. The EU—Africa relationship
has also been characterized by the rise of the AU status, the enhancement of African
autonomy, the weakening of the EU’s political orientation towards Africa and the EU’s

still focusing on development assistance, with more hidden conditions. In the future,
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the two sides will pay more attention to trade and investment, peace and security and
immigration issues. Meanwhile, cooperation in public health and digital transformation
will also be promoted. Affected by the Covid—19 pandemic, the uncertainty of EU—
Africa relationship may increase. The influence of the “Post—Cotonou Agreement” will
further decline, and it is likely to remain a development assistance agreement.

[Key Words] Post—Cotonou Agreement, EU—Africa Relations, ACP groups, EU

development assistance, African Union

Theoretical Regression and Foundational Pathways in International Relations: A
Case Study of International Institutionalism

by  Zhang Falin
[Abstract] The recent concerns over the decline of international relations (IR) theory
has encouraged much theoretical innovation. Among the many routes to innovation, a
significant approach is bridging existing theories which includes theoretical eclecticism
and synthesis between or within the paradigms. Thus, there can be four major forms:
intra—paradigm theoretical eclecticism and synthesis, and inter—paradigm theoretical
eclecticism and synthesis. Between the neat theories pursued by theoretical synthesis
and the pragmatic analytical frameworks enabled by theoretical eclecticism, there are
other possibilities. Many studies neither adopt specific theories, nor establish eclectic
analytical frameworks. But this does not mean that IR theory is dead. There is another
way of bridging various theories, namely theoretical regression, which refers to culling
the most shared elements (or the minimum average difference) — known as “foundational
pathways” — from relevant theories and disciplines. These “foundational pathways” are
situated between macro—philosophical meta—theories and academic traditions on the one
hand and theories within specific disciplines on the other. They consist of a particular
set of research agenda and solutions, which are shared by several adjacent disciplines
or theories, and on which there is a certain degree of consensus. In international
institutionalism for example, although many empirical studies do not explicitly address
theoretical issues, they are still underpinned by various theories and converge on five
paths: power—structure, rationality—function, culture—construction, history—class, and
reflection—criticism.
[Key Words] theoretical synthesis, theoretical regression, analytical eclecticism,

paradigmatic synthesis, foundational pathways
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