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national reconciliation began in Cote d’ Ivoire. Historical economic and social elements
explain the long — term politico — military crisis. The unsustainable plantation economy
leads to inequalities in social relations. Economic growth and authoritarian rule under
Houphouét — Boigny temporarily curbed the outbreak of social contradictions. In post —
Houphouét— Boigny era social conflicts intensified and divided the society of Cote
d’ lvoire. Political leaders state institutions social organizations and other actors
engage in the process of national reconciliation. Due to political position and personal
interests  the different levels of national reconciliation face many obstacles and
difficulties. The policy of promoting national reconciliation through economic
development under Alassane Ouattara has been difficult to bridge the social chasm
caused by years of conflict. Only by breaking through the “relationship” level of
reconciliation implementing structural reforms and building a unified identity can
national reconciliation be truly achieved.

Keywords: national reconciliation plantation economy ethnic conflict Dialogue
Truth and Reconciliation Commission

Author: Meng Jin Assistant Research Fellow of Institute of West — Asian and
African Studies of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences ( CASS) and the China -
Africa Institute ( Beijing 100101) .

Building and Politicization of Ethnic Identity in Kenya
Li Jia
Abstract. The ethnic group plays an important role in the political economy of
many African countries and Kenya is one of the countries where ethnic identities are
most salient. Similar to many African countries the emergence of ethnic identity in
Kenya is closely related to colonial rule. However the construction of ethnic identity is
not only caused by colonial history but also the result of Kenyan responses to the
changing political environments. In the early period of independence the manipulation
and use of ethnic identity by political elites resulted in the strengthening of exclusive

ethnic identity and the politicization of ethnic identity. After democratization the

* 157 -



Journal of China — Africa Studies Vol.2 No. 1 March 2021

politicization of ethnic identity was not only reflected in the alliance — building of
political parties but also in general people. Ethnic identity remains the most important
factor affecting the voting decisions of Kenyan people. The 2010 constitutional reforms
reshaped Kenya’ s political power structure and promoted political parties to form a
broader multi — ethnic alliance. It will be difficult to predict the results based on ethnic
identity alone in future elections. However it is undeniable that the promulgation of the
new constitution has not completely changed the significant influence of the politicization
of ethnic identity in Kenyan politics. How to build a multi — ethnic integrated country is
still an important challenge that Kenya will face in the future process of nation —
building and political reform.

Keywords: Kenya ethnic identity ethnic politics constructivism party politics

Author: Li Jia Assistant Research Fellow of Institute of Institute of Economics

School of Social Sciences Tsinghua University ( Beijing 100084) .

Biblical Interpretation and Political Interaction in Tanzania in the 20th Century
Liu Yu

Abstract: The Bible was introduced into Tanzania as a Christian classic through
western colonial activities. Christianity has exerted significant influence on people’ s
lives culture and political construction of Tanzania. The Bible is inextricably bound to
colonialism. Both colonists and anti —colonialists would reinterpret and explain the
biblical chapters that fit their own needs. The colonists would use the Bible to maintain
their colonial rule while the anti —colonists would use “the master’ s tool to dismantle
the master’ s house” namely using the Bible to overthrow colonial rule and obtain
national dignity and independence. The biblical interpretation in Tanzania has gone
through three stages in the 20th century: Soma ( reading) Roho ( spirit) and
Ujamaa. Through the review of biblical interpretation history in Tanzania we can
clearly see that the development of biblical interpretation in different stages in Tanzania
and its political interaction meet the practical and psychological needs of people from

different tribes and plays a significant inspiring and uniting role  which to certain extent
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