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also plays a positive role in forming united national identity and promoting national
integration and social development.
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Evolution of Political Economy of the Houlouf Polity in Ancient Lake Chad Region
France Augustin F. C. Holl/Translated by Zhang Bo

Abstract: Emergent complexity in the context of this paper refers to an
organizational shift in social formations from small mobile pastoral groups and
sedentary agricultural villages that finally resulted in the formation of politically
centralized and ranked society. It is the evolutionary trajectory followed by speakers of
Chadic languages who settled progressively in the Chadian plain in North Central
Africa  after the gradual receding of Mid — Holocene Lake Chad. This paper outlines the
main steps of that evolutionary process through the lens of settlement dynamics
political economy the production and use of material culture and their connected
patterns of exchange from 1900 BCE to 1800 CE. A short review of research on trade in
West African archaeology shows that the study of long — distance exchange tends to focus
on characterization and provenience analyses. As important as these two variables are for
the reconstruction of exchange network they do not provide access to the internal
dynamics of the receiving societies. Accordingly this paper examines the concomitant
changes in site — location flows distribution and consumption of long — distance
traded items patterns of craft specialization and production intensification showing
that they were part of interlocked feed —back loops. These deviating or amplifying feed
back loops triggered a dynamic that resulted in the emergence of four successive social
formations in the Houlouf region ca. 4000 years occupation sequence.
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Review of Chinese Research on Confucius Institutes in Africa ( 2006 —2019)
Hu Dengquan and Wang Liping

Abstract: Confucius Institutes in Africa have developed rapidly and become a
bond of friendship between China and Africa. The domestic research on Confucius
Institutes in Africa started in 2006. Over the past 14 years the studies are mainly
characterized by the following features. Related researches involving Confucius Institutes
in Africa are more and more but not many specialized researches showed up among
which area studies account for a large proportion. Differences in research enthusiasm
among countries are very obvious. Research perspectives are diverse including the
results of multiple disciplines. The study content focuses on three “T” ( Teachers
textbooks  teaching methods)  function and development research of Confucius
Institute in Africa. Looking ahead we should deepen the content of research broaden
the research scope build teams and platforms attract and cultivate scholars and
strengthen public opinion studies.
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