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Journal of China — Africa Studies Abstracts

public resources and infrastructure in the same territory and can express and practice
their religious beliefs in the same public space. Burkina Faso’ s multi —religious pattern
with Islam as the main religion followed by Christianity and traditional religions was
established in the second half of the 20th century. Its multi — religious coexistence in the
“civilizational fracture zone” of the Sahel region in West Africa is an exception. The multi —
religious coexistence model includes the separation mechanism of religion and state the
dialogue and peaceful competition between religions and the daily coexistence and
mobility of religions. The establishment of these mechanisms is inseparable from Burkina
Faso’ s strong national tradition a culture that emphasizes unity and tolerance moderate
religions individual pragmatism and international support. On the whole this model of
multi — religious coexistence is still relatively stable. However the spread of terrorism in
the Sahel poses a comprehensive and direct threat to these mechanisms and the spread
of Islam and Christian extremism also poses varying challenges to these mechanisms.
These challenges are closely related to factors such as Burkina Faso’ s socio — economic
development political system ethnic conflicts geopolitical environment and the nature
of religion.

Keywords: Burkina Faso multi — religious coexistence separation of church and
state inter — religious dialogue terrorism

Author: Shi Yongkang PhD candidate of European Studies Center School of
Advanced International and Area Studies East China Normal University ( Shanghai
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African Media Studies: The Theoretical Framework and Main Features
Li Jiafang and Wang Hailu

Abstract: This paper analyzes 221 research articles published by Journal of African
Media Studies from 2009 to 2011 and based on this analysis this paper further makes a
“thin description” of current African media studies from 5 aspects including overall
situation research objects research topics theoretical framework and research
methods. This study finds that the current African media studies has the following salient
characteristics. Generally speaking African media studies is a peripheral field of

international communication studies which is consistent with the marginalization of
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African continent in the world. The research objects are mainly based on the media
practice of urban elites and the media practice of rural areas that account for the
majority of the African population is rarely involved. In terms of the research topics the
focus has been shifted from the development issues in the past to the current political
issues which is mainly related to the politics reform and media ecological changes in the
continent. As of the theoretical framework there is a obvious “Western centrality” in the
theoretical framework of African media studies and local African theories are in an
absolute marginal position. In terms of the research methods most are qualitative
methods and very few belong to quantitative methods and this is mainly related to the
particularity of African social reality.

Keywords: African media studies theoretical framework research objects research
topics research methods

Authors: Li Jiafang PhD candidate of Journalism School Yunnan University
( Kunming 650504) ; Wang Hailu Teacher of Confucius Institute University of Malawi
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