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Abstract; After the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, Russia abandoned its
traditional policy towards Africa and began to “withdraw from Africa” , and Russia —
Africa relations were at a low ebb. During Putin’ s administration, Russia rearranged its
diplomatic strategy with more importance attached to the status and role of Africa,
intending to “return to Africa”, strengthen its relations with Africa and restore its
influence in Africa. At present, Russia is stepping up its “return to Africa”, and is
continuously strengthening cooperation with African countries in the fields of politics,
economy , trade , military affairs, cultural and people — to — people exchanges, which is
marked by the first Russia — Africa Summit held in October 2019. As far as the motivation
is concerned ,its “Return to Africa” is a strategic decision to counter Western encirclement
and sanctions and adjust its global strategic layout, and is also an important measure to
realize common interests of Russia and Africa and enhance Russia’s regional influence.
“Return to Africa” is also an inevitable choice for Russia to promote economic recovery and
upgrade its status as a major power. However, Russia’ s policies towards Africa are also
hampered by its own national strength,international sanctions and competition among major
powers ,and Russia still has much to do in order to “return to Africa”.
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A Historical Review of the Cooperation Between the Soviet Union and
South African Company De Beers in Diamond Industry
Yang Weiwei and Wang Ting

Abstract; This paper discusses the formation and historical development of the
cooperation between the Soviet Union and South African Company De Beers in diamond
industry, and analyses the motivation and the impact of their cooperation. The
cooperation between the two parties initiated during the Lenin period. The purpose of the
cooperation for the Soviet Union was to sell the gold, jewelry, diamonds and other
valuables which were confiscated from the nobility and bourgeoisie in exchange for the
funds needed for national economic development and the promotion of the world
revolution. After the outbreak of the Cold War,the discovery of the diamond deposits in
Yakutia in the Soviet Union deepened the cooperation in diamond industry between the

two sides. From 1959 until the disintegration of the Soviet Union, the Soviet Union
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