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Evaluation and Prospect of the Relationship between
Major Countries and Africa under the COVID -19 Pandemic
Zhou Yuyuan

Abstract; Under the COVID - 19 pandemic, major countries have entered a new
period of adjustment in their relationship with Africa. In general , major countries are
increasingly creating synergy in their engagement with Africa; western major countries
are advancing their “club style” cooperation with Africa;the leading and stimulating
effects of China — Africa cooperation are enlarging; the pattern of “dual competition”
between major powers in Africa is taking place; major countries are showing obvious
intentions of shaping African development agenda. In this process, major countries are
reshaping and transforming their strategies and policies towards Africa; The new
U. S. Africa strategy puts forward new approaches while emphasizing old priorities ; the
new Africa strategy of the European Union with the aim of the * European — African
alliance” is advancing slowly; the transformation of French policies towards Africa
suffers setbacks; the new British Africa strategy tends to be more pragmatic, and
emerging countries expand their influence in Africa based on their own characteristics.
The interaction and convergence of major countries’ engagement in major areas and
issues of Africa is expanding, which is mainly reflected in the co — existence of
competition and cooperation in the support of Africa’ s fight against the pandemic, the
rise of institutional competition in the commercial area,the rise of the competition for
models, rules, and standards in infrastructure construction, the widening divergence of
political security concepts,the absence of coordination,and the competition in the green
transformation agenda despite climate change cooperation. In the future ,the competitive —
cooperative relationship among major countries in Africa will further develop. However,
there are still different understandings and judgments about the nature of China — West
relations in Africa,whether western strategies, policies and initiatives towards Africa can
be implemented, and whether African countries can shape and make use of their
relationships with major countries. In — depth observation and research are still needed
to address these issues.
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