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Perspectives and Characteristics of Water Governance Research in Africa
Zhang Jin

Abstract; Rather than being a “dry continent” , Africa is suffering more from
“water scarcity” due to under —exploitation of water resources and weak water
governance capacity in terms of low rate of water supply and utilization. In order to
improve water governance in Africa, researchers from natural sciences, social sciences
and humanities have developed effective research methods,and water governance actors
at all levels have made their own efforts in water management and planning. At the
international , intercontinental and national levels,international organizations and African
countries have explored water governance, showing characteristics such as multi —
disciplinary and multi — participant involvement in governance. However, due to
objective restrictions such as data deficiencies and traditional customs,water governance
in Africa is still highly unpredictable and remains an area that needs attention for future
sustainable development in Africa.

Keywords ;: African development, water resources, water issues, water civilization,
water governance

Author ; Zhang Jin, Associate Professor at Center for African Studies, Shanghai
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Securitization and Desecuritization of
International River Management Around South Africa
Wang Zhijian
Abstract . Water securitization and desecuritization is a critical issue in international
river management. The analysis of active securitization and passive desecuritization of
South Africa’s international river management can help to understand the internal
mechanism of regional water conflict and cooperation transformation. South Africa’s
relatively strong economic strength in its peripheral river basins places it in a dominant
position in the water and political complex of all the peripheral international rivers,and
allows it to take the initiative in carrying out the safe management system conducive to
its own country in all these river basins, thus forming the current water resource
management system. With the development of the region’ s economies and the increase
in water demand, some other countries in the region have begun to take measures to

strive for more water resources in order to safeguard their own water rights and interests
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by establishing a desecuritization management system for water resources. However, due
to the existence of many immature factors,the securitization aspect of their administration
cannot be modified in a short time.
Keywords : South Africa,international river, securitization , desecuritization
Author ; Wang Zhijian, Associate Professor at School of Law in Hohai University
and Adjunct Professor at HNC in Nanjing University ( Nanjing 210093).

An Analysis of the Transboundary Water Resources Disputes of the Nile
Xing Hao

Abstract; The Nile water resources dispute, which is being reignited by the
construction of the Renaissance Dam in Ethiopia,is one of the central variables affecting
the stable development of the countries in the basin. The transboundary nature and high
spatial and temporal variability are the fundamental characteristics of the Nile Basin
system. The large number of flowing countries, their uneven distribution and the yearly
decrease of water flows have complicated the Nile transboundary water disputes. The
Nile transboundary water disputes initiated during the colonial rule of European powers,
and a series of unequal treaties and agreements on water allocation and management are
the historical causes of the current water rights disputes in the region. The asymmetrical
power between the countries in the basin,the legitimacy of the colonial agreements and
the contradictions in international law have become the problems that hinder the
resolution of the Nile transboundary water disputes. The basic principle and goal of water
dispute resolution is to promote the common ownership, sharing and governance of the
transboundary water resources of the Nile. Following this logic,the gradual resolution of
the Nile transboundary water resources dispute requires more extensive cooperation from
a basin — wide perspective, a balance of the interests of all parties, adherence to the
concept of equitable and reasonable use and sustainable development,and promotion of
the integration process of regional water resources sharing, thus establishing a new
system of shared water resources that promotes regional stability and prosperity. It is
worth noting that with the implementation of China’s Belt and Road Initiative ( BRI) ,
China brings new opportunities for the development and management of Nile water
resources.

Keywords ; the Nile, transboundary water resources , water disputes,a new system of
shared water resources

Author : Xing Hao, PhD candidate at Institute of Middle Eastern Studies, Northwest
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