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The Lack of Conflict Prevention Mechanisms and the Transboundary Water
Governance Dilemma.in the Case of the Nile Basin Initiative
Jia Jiameizi

Abstract: The signing of water cooperation treaties and the establishment of
multilateral transboundary mechanisms have provided the basis for cooperation among
countries , but transboundary water governance also faces a dysfunctional dilemma. That
is, transboundary cooperation agencies sometimes have difficulty solving problems arising
from the unreasonable development and use of water resources among upstream and
downstream countries. The absence of conflict prevention mechanisms is an important
cause of the transboundary water governance dilemma,which has been neglected in the
previous research. Conflict prevention mechanisms refer to various medium — to — long —
term interventions and strategies implemented by various actors at different levels to
reduce tensions among countries, including both conceptual and operational elements,
with the goal of finding solutions to root causes in the mechanism’ s operation process.
This analytical framework can explain the failure of the Nile Basin Initiative.
Specifically, the Nile Basin Initiative has not conformed to the four indicators of the
conflict prevention mechanism in terms of concept and measures, and has failed to
consolidate the capacity building of the mechanism while lacking the ability to actively
respond to crises, hence leading to a dilemma in basin governance. Therefore, the
analytical framework of the conflict prevention mechanism not only advances the
theoretical progress of the international resource cooperation, but also has practical
guidance for the building of the transboundary river cooperation mechanisms.

Keywords : conflict prevention, transboundary water governance, the Nile Basin
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