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Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule of Law and
China — Africa Legal Cooperation in the New Era
Zhang Xiaohu

Abstract : Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule of Law provides a fundamental principle
and guidance of action for comprehensively promoting law — based governance, and is
also an important basis and guiding principle for China — Africa legal cooperation.
Continuing to take the path of law —based governance under Chinese socialism and
adopt the socialist concept of law —based governance is the prerequisite for
China — Africa legislative,judicial and law enforcement cooperation. Under the guidance
of Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule of Law,China — Africa legal cooperation in the new
era has become increasingly frequent,and has been expanding in scope and diversified
in forms. In the course of cooperation,China has always taken a coordinated approach to
the rule of law at home and in matters involving foreign parties, and has taken the
maintenance of a stable international order an important concern for China — Africa
cooperation. China also pays attention to properly handle the relationship between
development and security, continuously improves the legal mechanism for safeguarding
national economic security, resolves international economic disputes by means of
international law, implements a holistic approach to national security, and properly
resolves economic and trade disputes between China and Africa through non - litigation
mechanisms such as international arbitration and mediation. China will continue to
cultivate high — quality legal teams and law — enforcement talents with both moral quality
and legal literacy,and will devote major efforts to training talents familiar with African
law in both theoretical and practical aspects to provide intellectual support for the
development of China — Africa relations. China will also accelerate the improvement of
the legal services systems related to Africa, and provide a strong legal guarantee for
deepening China — Africa exchanges so as to guide China — Africa cooperation to steady
and sustained prosperity.

Keywords: Xi Jinping Thought on the Rule of Law,the New Era, China — Africa
legal cooperation, China — Africa community with a shared future
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for a New Era, China — Africa economic and trade cooperation has achieved mutually
beneficial outcomes since the 18th National Congress of the Communist Party of China,
relying on the platform mechanism of the Forum on China — Africa Cooperation
(FOCAC) and the implementation of the practical measures of the previous three
forums. The bilateral cooperation has not only provided a reliable supply chain of energy
and mineral resources and a destination to undertake industrial transfer for China’ s
domestic economic development, but also exported strong construction capacity to
Africa, which has promoted the industrialization, urbanization, integration and
informationization in Africa and has enhanced the well — being of the African people.
However, the past decade has witnessed a complex environment in which the
transformation and upgrading of China — Africa cooperation has been compounded by the
exploration of Africa’ s development path and the adjustment of the international
community’ s cooperation with Africa. China — Africa economic and trade cooperation
also faces such problems as political instability and policy volatility in Africa, rising
competition among major countries and the structural challenges in China — Africa
cooperation. Looking into the future ,China — Africa economic and trade cooperation still
holds great promise. The huge potential of the African market, the strong demand of
African countries for economic and social transformation,and the strong complementarity
and high compatibility of China — Africa economic and trade cooperation, together with
the directional pilot of the FOCAC, will inject lasting impetus into the building of a
China — Africa community with a shared future. As China and Africa enter a new stage of
socio — economic development, new development concepts such as people first, green
development and inclusive development call for China — Africa economic and trade
cooperation to innovate and keep pace with the times. China — Africa economic and trade
cooperation needs to be strengthened in priority areas such as people’ s livelihood
projects, mining development, climate change and free trade zones. To avoid various
cooperation risks, China should not only pool its efforts to enhance its anti — risk
capacity , but should also explore China — Africa plus third party cooperation to promote
the healthy development of international cooperation.
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