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the Horn of Africa have experienced persistent violent conflicts, terrorist and extremist
activities ,as well as continuous extreme climate disasters such as droughts, floods and
locust invasions. The outbreak of the COVID — 19 pandemic and the Russia — Ukraine
Conflict have deteriorated the refugees’ situation in the region, and the number of
refugees and the displaced is increasing year — on — year. The unbalanced social and
economic development,poverty and high inflation have severely restricted the peace and
security building in the Horn of Africa and restrained the abilities of countries in the
region to solve the refugee dilemma. There are still many challenges to deal with the
dilemma of refugee governance at the international, regional and national levels.
Countries in the Horn of Africa should push forward the Global Security Initiative, find
“ African Solutions to African Problems” ,stay on the African Union’ s target to silence
the guns by 2030, achieve a conflict — free region, and create a beautiful and peaceful
home for all the people in the region.

Keywords: The Horn of Africa, refugee crisis, refugee governance, African
Solutions to African Problems

Author ;: Zhang Mengying, Assistant Research Fellow at Institute of West — Asian
and African Studies of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences and China — Africa

Institute ( Beijing 100101 ).

The Biafran Separatist Movement and Its Influence on
Nigeria’ s Nation — State Building
Zhang Yongpeng and Liu Yuhan
Abstract ; Nation — states are the main actors in modern international relations , and
nation — state building is a process in which state building and nation building go on
synchronously. Nigeria is an important country in Africa,but it is a country “made up”
by several former British colonies. Up to now it only has 60 years of history, and its
nation — state building process is particularly difficult and complicated. The Biafran
separatism has long existed and has launched wars or movements, which has become a

major problem or challenge affecting the unity and stability of Nigeria and its nation —
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state building. The legacies of colonial rule,the harm of tribalism and the influence of
interest competition are the main reasons for the emergence of the Biafran separatist
movement. The Biafran War has played an important role in the history of
Nigeria’ s nation — state building. On one hand, it has played a positive role in avoiding
the division of the country and has maintained the national unity. However,on the other
hand , the war has caused major casualties and property damage ,inflicting a great deal of
trauma on the entire country and nation. The war has become heavy historical memory
for the Igbo and many other minorities in south — east Nigeria,and has also become the
root of the resurgence of the Biafran separatist movement in the late 1990s.
Keywords ; Nigeria, the Biafran separatism,the Biafran war,nation — state building
Authors: Zhang Yongpeng, Professor at School of International Politics and
Economics, University of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences ( Beijing 102488 ) ; Liu
Yuhan,Master’ s Candidate at School of International Politics and Economics, University

of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (Beijing 102488).

Ethnic Conflicts, Extremism and Security Situation in Mali
Chen Along

Abstract ; Ever since the Arab Spring took place in 2011 ,the internal ethnic issues
in Mali have triggered armed conflicts , mainly represented by the Tuareg rebellion in the
north and the herder — farmer conflicts in central Mali. Those conflicts are the results of
multiple interacting factors including natural , geographical , social , historical , economic,
political and cultural ones. Extremist groups in Mali and bordering countries have
conducted complicated and volatile interactions with various actors in the conflicts, as
well as establishing various and broad alliances in the local power struggle. The improper
policies adopted by the Malian government in tackling ethnic conflicts intensified the
conflicts and pushed individuals of certain ethnic groups towards extremist groups. As a
result, central Mali is facing a dangerous situation where the Fulani are regarded as
terrorists and extremists. Mali will face more tough challenges on its road to realize peace

and reconciliation among different ethnic groups.
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