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African Union Institutional Reform:Path to Progress and Multiple Challenges
Ling He

Abstract; Since the transformation from the Organization of African Unity to the
African Union ( AU) ,the AU has been continuously building its institutions to better
address various internal and external challenges and to achieve its goals. In 2017, the
AU initiated the institutional reform. Under the leadership of Kagame,the President of
Rwanda, the AU has carried out reform measures such as focusing on economic
integration , peace and security , global governance and other priority areas,realigning the
institutional  structure, reforming human resources and internal financing
mechanisms. Through institutional reform,the AU has assumed a more prominent role in
priority areas, enhancing the efficiency of institutional operations and fostering greater
financial autonomy. However, numerous problems have arisen. With Ruto, the President
of Kenya, succeeding Kagame in leading the AU institutional reform in 2024, the AU
institutional reform in the future will face challenges such as insufficient political driving
force and financial support, the need to improve coordination at all levels, and lower
willingness of African sub —regional organizations, countries,and public and civil society
organizations to participate in the reform. In the future,the AU should actively promote
the coordinated leadership of major African countries to lead the reform, further innovate
the internal financing mechanism and the division of labor and cooperation mechanism
with sub —regional organizations,enhance benefit sharing among countries with different
levels of development, strengthen the connection with the public, and enhance the
enthusiasm of multiple entities to participate in the system reform.
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Author: Ling He, PhD candidate of the School of International Politics and
Economics, University of the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences ( Beijing 102488).

Sudan’ s Civil War and Humanitarian Crisis: Roots and Impacts
Liang Kaining

Abstract; In the backdrop of unprecedented global changes unseen in a century,
the civil war in Sudan has rapidly intensified into a grave humanitarian crisis in
2023. This conflict originated from the long — standing ethnic, religious, and resource
allocation conflicts in Sudan, and gradually evolved into a proxy war due to external
forces vying for geopolitical influence. The civil war has led to a significant number of
civilian casualties and displacements, further intensified the food crisis, and caused
severe damage to infrastructure. In addition, the influx of refugees and security threats
brought about by war have a profound impact on neighboring countries and regional
stability , exacerbating the turmoil in the Sahel region and the Horn of Africa. Despite the
assistance and mediation provided by the United Nations, the European Union, the
African Union,and others,the effectiveness of these measures is limited due to resource

scarcity , complex external interventions, and prolonged conflicts. This article analyzes
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the current situation, root causes, and the humanitarian crisis stemming from the
Sudan’s civil war, evaluates the shortcomings of the international community’s
response, and suggests measures such as increasing humanitarian support, promoting
political unity,,and strengthening regional security collaboration to offer a practical way
out of the ongoing crisis and attain sustainable peace in Sudan.

Keywords ;: Sudan’ s civil war, humanitarian crisis, regional security , Horn of Africa
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A Review of African Poverty Research
Zhang Zhenke, Jing Yibo and Jiang Wenjia

Abstract ; Africa has long been the focus of poverty in the world ,and has exhibited
intricate and varied factors that contribute to poverty, along with notable characteristics
defining its prevalent poverty. Since 2000, scholars in China and in the world have
conducted in —depth research on African poverty, witnessing a continuous expansion in
research scale, increasingly innovative methodologies, and a diversification of research
content. From the perspective of foreign studies, African poverty research mainly focuses
on four aspects: poverty degree measurement, mechanism, influence factors, and
assessment of poverty alleviation methods. The participation of African local scholars has
significantly improved the depth and practicality of relevant research. From the
perspective of domestic studies, research mainly focuses on China — Africa poverty
reduction cooperation,with an emphasis on the implication of Chinese poverty alleviation
experience to Africa. In the future, Chinese scholars need to pay more attention to the
basic theoretical research on the causes of poverty in Africa, deepen the China — Africa
cooperation in poverty reduction, explore new paths for poverty identification and
governance ,and contribute Chinese wisdom to poverty alleviation in Africa and in the
world.
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