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The Historical Evolution and Impact of Newspapers in British African Colonies
Li Pengtao

Abstract; In the latter half of the 19th century, with the cultural infiltration of
European missionary groups and the gradual establishment of British colonial rule,
newspapers emerged serving dual purposes of missionary work and consolidating colonial
control , marking the beginning of journalism in British African colonies. By the 20th
century, a new generation of African—educated elites began founding newspapers,
transforming them into a significant force driving socio—cultural change in these
colonies. These newspapers profoundly influenced the shaping of African national
consciousness , the standardization of indigenous African languages,and the development
of modern African literature. Faced with the increasingly vibrant African press, British
colonial authorities implemented a series of regulatory measures, including enacting
press laws, cultivating pro—British propaganda outlets, and intensifying media
censorship. However , these policies exhibited evident contradictions ; colonial authorities
sought to exploit newspapers as instruments of colonial control while simultaneously
attempting to stifle the development of the African press. These contradictions fully
exposed the hypocrisy of the British colonial authorities’ so—called “freedom of the
press” doctrine. Despite persistent colonial pressure, African journalists and readers
retained a considerable degree of autonomy,enabling newspapers to evolve into a crucial
front for the anti —colonial movement by the mid —20th century.

Keywords : British African colonies, African newspapers, anti — colonial struggle,
African nationalism

Author : Li Pengtao , Researcher of the Institute of African Studies,Zhejiang Normal
University (Jinhua 321004 ).

The Threefold Logic of Populism and Political Development in Modern Tunisia
Liu Chen and Sun Fengxuan
Abstract ; Employing a threefold populist logic framework , this study systematically
examines the contestation and construction of “the people” in Tunisia from French
colonial period to contemporary political transitions. The study identifies three

interwoven dimensions of populist practice; The nationalist logic constructs national
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identity through the opposition between “colonizers and nationals” ,evolving from a tool
of national liberation during the Bourguiba era to a key asset for post —independence
political elites competing for power. The logic of democratic underdevelopment manifests
in the relationship between “ rulers and subjects” as a compromise between
authoritarianism and democracy. From Bourguiba’ s charismatic leadership to Saied’ s
authoritarian resurgence, populism has consistently played a transitional and
accommodative role. The religious logic, characterized by the division between
“secularists and believers” ,reveals a dual process of political sacralization and religious
politicization ; while secular regimes invoke Islamic symbols to reinforce their legitimacy,
political Islamist forces mobilize religious populism to challenge the secular elite. The
study finds that populism in Tunisian political practice is marked by apparent
instrumentalism ; various political actors strive to define “the people” in ways that shape
collective identity and political legitimacy in their favor. This dynamic constitutes a
driving force of Tunisia’ s political transformation , reflecting the intricacies of democratic
transitions in non —Western societies. At the same time, populism reveals intrinsic
limitations ; while effective in sparking political change and emotional mobilization, it
struggles to provide sustainable governance solutions. The Tunisian case illustrates the
diversity , multiplicity, and multidirectionality of populism, offering a perspective that
transcends Western —centrism and providing critical insights into international strategies
amid the ongoing global populist wave.

Keywords : Tunisia , populism , nationalism ,democratic transition, political development

Authors: Liu Chen, Associate Professor of the School of Arabic Studies, Beijing
Foreign Studies University ( Beijing 100089 ) ; Sun Fengxuan, PhD Candidate of the
School of Arabic Studies, Beijing Foreign Studies University ( Beijing 100089 ).

Morocco’ s Clean Energy Diplomacy : Motivations , Pathways and Challenges
Zhao Yuechen and Jiang Wenjing
Abstract: In recent years, clean energy development in developing countries has
shown a collective rise. Morocco has strategically leveraged clean energy diplomacy as a
strategic lever to respond to global climate governance initiatives and pursue geopolitical

interests externally,as well as a green engine to strengthen domestic energy security and
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