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The Dilemma of National Transformation in Ethiopia:
A Center—Periphery Structure Perspective
Zhang Chun and Hao Rui

Abstract: As one of the most representative developmental states in Africa
Ethiopia is currently facing profound challenges of transformation. Despite considerable
economic achievements domestic political and social tensions have continued to
intensify since 2012 evolving into multiple crises after Prime Minister Abiy came to
power in 2018. The predicament of Ethiopia’ s national transformation stems from the
stubbornness and fluidity of its center—periphery structure. This structure possesses a
powerful self —reproductive capacity leading successive governments to inadvertently
generate new center—periphery patterns while attempting to dismantle the old ones. This
is manifested in the dominance of specific ethnic groups over the central position and the
continual competition among other groups for that position: a dynamic fundamentally
rooted in the contest among state-building nation-building and various ethnic
nationalisms. Therefore a rational political system capable of balancing multi —ethnic
relations while integrating state and national building is crucial for Ethiopia’ s successful
transformation.
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The Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam and Nile River Hydropolitics:
Water Rights and Disputes from the Perspective of International Law
Wang Zhijian and Jia Jiameizi
Abstract: Historically Egypt” s claim to the majority of the Nile River’s water

rights has been a main feature of Nile water politics. Through a series of colonial—era
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treaties and bilateral agreements with Sudan Egypt has excluded or restricted the water
rights of upstream nations. Although the effectiveness of these water treaties are mainly
limited Egypt’s historical water rights and its hydro—hegemony over the Nile persisted
due to the upstream countries’ lack of capacity to construct large —scale water
infrastructure. However with the full operation of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam
( GERD) the water politics of the Nile Basin have changed significantly. The GERD
poses a substantive challenge to Egypt’ s monopoly over Nile water rights. The new Nile
water agreement ratified by four East African countries reallocates the Nile’ s water
resources and grants signatory states the right to review water projects in riparian
nations. This not only promotes the enforcement of a new treaty for the equitable and
reasonable utilization of the Nile but also effectively prevents third—party intervention
creating conditions for a more fair and reasonable water rights allocation structure.
Analyzing Nile water politics from the perspective of water rights clearly highlights the
critical role of treaties and dams in shaping the Nile’ s water rights structure which
helps reveal the essence of water conflicts in the region. This study reviews the history of
Nile water rights treaties analyzes the significant role of the GERD in Nile water politics
and discusses the potential for the dam to reset Nile water rights. It argues that a fair water
rights arrangement is a crucial guarantee for long—term peace in the Nile basin.
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