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treaties and bilateral agreements with Sudan Egypt has excluded or restricted the water
rights of upstream nations. Although the effectiveness of these water treaties are mainly
limited Egypt’s historical water rights and its hydro—hegemony over the Nile persisted
due to the upstream countries’ lack of capacity to construct large —scale water
infrastructure. However with the full operation of the Grand Ethiopian Renaissance Dam
( GERD) the water politics of the Nile Basin have changed significantly. The GERD
poses a substantive challenge to Egypt’ s monopoly over Nile water rights. The new Nile
water agreement ratified by four East African countries reallocates the Nile’ s water
resources and grants signatory states the right to review water projects in riparian
nations. This not only promotes the enforcement of a new treaty for the equitable and
reasonable utilization of the Nile but also effectively prevents third—party intervention
creating conditions for a more fair and reasonable water rights allocation structure.
Analyzing Nile water politics from the perspective of water rights clearly highlights the
critical role of treaties and dams in shaping the Nile’ s water rights structure which
helps reveal the essence of water conflicts in the region. This study reviews the history of
Nile water rights treaties analyzes the significant role of the GERD in Nile water politics
and discusses the potential for the dam to reset Nile water rights. It argues that a fair water
rights arrangement is a crucial guarantee for long—term peace in the Nile basin.
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by African Countries: Patterns Trends and Implications
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Abstract: Traditionally bilateral investment treaties ( BITs) focus on investment
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protection and rarely impose obligations on investors. Confronted with potential conflicts
between foreign investment and domestic development objectives African countries are
shifting the focus of their BIT negotiations from mere investment protection to the
rebalancing of development and sovereignty. Several recently concluded BITs now
incorporate binding obligations on investors concerning environmental protection labor
standards human rights community relations and anti—corruption. Although this practice
has not yet become mainstream the introduction of investor obligations in BITs has
gradually become a regional consensus among African countries. Analysis of relevant
arbitration cases reveals that the “African paradigm” of investor obligations produces a
dual institutional effect: on one hand it enhances the regulatory space of host states and
objectively lowers the level of traditional investment protection; on the other hand these
broadly defined obligations risk transforming BITs into instruments that compensate for
deficiencies in host states’ domestic governance which is a “governance paradox”.
Given that the international community has not yet established mature practices
regarding investor obligation clauses China should proceed cautiously when introducing
legally binding investor obligations in BITs with African nations.
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Abstract: Over the seven decades since the Bandung Conference Global South
countries have transitioned from an “anti—colonial alliance ” to a “developmental
community ~ yet their knowledge production remains entrenched in the dependency
dilemma imposed by Western hegemonic structures. Grounded in Jane Knight’ s theory

of knowledge diplomacy this study employs a multi—case comparative analysis of African
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