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Journal of China—Africa Studies Vol. 6 No. 3 September 2025

protection and rarely impose obligations on investors. Confronted with potential conflicts
between foreign investment and domestic development objectives African countries are
shifting the focus of their BIT negotiations from mere investment protection to the
rebalancing of development and sovereignty. Several recently concluded BITs now
incorporate binding obligations on investors concerning environmental protection labor
standards human rights community relations and anti—corruption. Although this practice
has not yet become mainstream the introduction of investor obligations in BITs has
gradually become a regional consensus among African countries. Analysis of relevant
arbitration cases reveals that the “African paradigm” of investor obligations produces a
dual institutional effect: on one hand it enhances the regulatory space of host states and
objectively lowers the level of traditional investment protection; on the other hand these
broadly defined obligations risk transforming BITs into instruments that compensate for
deficiencies in host states’ domestic governance which is a “governance paradox”.
Given that the international community has not yet established mature practices
regarding investor obligation clauses China should proceed cautiously when introducing
legally binding investor obligations in BITs with African nations.

Keywords: African paradigm bilateral investment treaty investor obligations
rule revolution
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The Construction of a “Bandung Paradigm” for Knowledge Diplomacy:
A Comparative Study of International Programs for African Youth
Xu Mo and Wu Yue
Abstract: Over the seven decades since the Bandung Conference Global South
countries have transitioned from an “anti—colonial alliance ” to a “developmental
community ~ yet their knowledge production remains entrenched in the dependency
dilemma imposed by Western hegemonic structures. Grounded in Jane Knight’ s theory

of knowledge diplomacy this study employs a multi—case comparative analysis of African
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youth programs led by the United States France Japan and China to unveil the power
dynamics and cooperative models inherent in global knowledge diplomacy practices. The
findings reveal distinct approaches: the United States prioritizes ideological discipline
France emphasizes the reproduction of cultural capital Japan focuses on technology—
oriented knowledge empowerment while China adheres to the principle of
co—construction and sharing in knowledge collaboration resonating historically with the
Bandung Spirit” s core tenets of “equality mutual benefit and common development”
. Building on this the study proposes the construction of a “Bandung Paradigm” for
knowledge diplomacy advocating for strengthened knowledge sovereignty deepened
mechanisms for collaborative innovation and improved institutional safeguards. This
theoretical innovation expands the boundaries of knowledge diplomacy theory revitalizes
the contemporary governance value of the Bandung Spirit offers policy recommendations
for optimizing China’ s African youth programs and provides academic foundations for
establishing a more equitable and reciprocal global knowledge production system.
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African youth the Global South
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The Embedded Governance of the Chieftaincy System in
West Africa and Its Impact on Chinese Enterprises
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Abstract: Historically chieftaincy systems in West Africa predate modern state
forms encompassing three dimensions: chiefs chiefdoms and the chieftaincy. Empirical

research conducted in Guinea Sierra Leone Liberia and Nigeria reveals that the
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