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as a Global Power ,Routledge ,p. 158.
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From Great Power Competition to the Global South .
Modi Government’ s Strategy towards Africa—A Neoclassical Realist Perspective
Zhang Shujian and Chen Aodan

Abstract; As key constituents of the Global South, India and Africa provide a
critical case for understanding intra — Global South relations. Drawing on neoclassical
realism, this article analyzes the formation of India’ s Africa policy under the Modi
government, as well as Africa’s multifaceted positioning within India’s foreign
strategy. This article argues that the systemic pressures arising from the rise of the
Global South, intensified geopolitical competition in the Indo — Pacific region, and
China’ s increasing influence in Africa, filtered and transformed through mediating
variables such as strategic cognition ,realist strategic culture , Hindu nationalist ideology,
and domestic political and economic environment, have prompted the Modi
administration to position Africa as a strategic space encompassing three dimensions:a
geopolitical arena,an economic development partner,and a testing ground for the Global
South’ s discourse. India’ s diplomacy towards Africa reflects the complex interplay
between international structure and domestic mediating variables, positioning Africa as
crucial to India’ s pursuit of strategic autonomy and leadership among Global South
nations.

Keywords : Neoclassical realism,the Modi government, India — Africa relations, the
Global South
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Military —Security Interactions Between India and East African Countries .
A Perspective of Multiple Spatial Consciousness in International Politics
Yang Siling and Ye Shilong
Abstract : From the perspective of “multiple spatial consciousness in international
politics, ” this paper analyzes the underlying motivations and prospects of India’ s
intensifying military —security interactions with East African nations in recent years. The

article argues that India’ s actions are not driven by a single factor, but represent a
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strategic choice shaped collectively by its sixfold spatial consciousness: territorial ,
demographic, cultural, developmental, honorific, and power — related. India views the
Indian Ocean as its natural sphere of influence and vital security artery. It aims to
establish itself as a “net security provider” and regional leader through deepening
comprehensive defense cooperation with East African countries, ultimately serving its
strategic goal of becoming a global power. However, India’ s increasingly prominent
extreme self — serving strategic orientation—manifested in its hardline stance on
territorial disputes, its ambitious drive to dominate regional affairs, and its sense of
superiority in aggressively promoting Hindu culture—will be a fundamental constraint on
the long—term development of its relations with East Africa. Based on historical
experience and practical interests, East African countries generally pursue a multi —
balancing diplomacy and will hardly accept the dominance of any single external
power. Therefore ,if India fails to adjust its extreme self —serving strategic mindset, its
military deployments and influence expansion in East Africa will prove unsustainable
and may trigger vigilance and alienation among East African nations.

Keywords: India, east African countries, military security, maritime security,
multiple spatial consciousness

Authors: Yang Siling, Researcher of Institute of South Asian Studies, Yunnan
Academy of Social Sciences ( Kunming 650034 ) ; Ye Shilong, Associate Professor of
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The Construction of Social Capital and Economic Power Among
Indian Businessmen in Tanzania
Yang Chongsheng , Xiong Xinghan and Chen Zeyu
Abstract ; Tanzania’ s national system emphasizes transcending ethnic groups in
discourse, yet socio —economic activities continue to rely on ethnic networks. Therefore ,
this study combines historical documents and field interviews to focus on how Indian
businessmen in Tanzania construct social capital , maintain, and localize their economic
power. The article argues that their success does not simply rely on closed ethnic
networks or external institutional privileges, but rather through a dynamic process of
“institutional translation,” strategically transforming internal social capital—including
business networks, trust mechanisms rooted in family and community, and shared
values—into forms that can be accepted and recognized by mainstream Tanzanian

society and official institutions. Through three mechanisms: resource legitimization
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