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strategic choice shaped collectively by its sixfold spatial consciousness: territorial ,
demographic, cultural, developmental, honorific, and power — related. India views the
Indian Ocean as its natural sphere of influence and vital security artery. It aims to
establish itself as a “net security provider” and regional leader through deepening
comprehensive defense cooperation with East African countries, ultimately serving its
strategic goal of becoming a global power. However, India’ s increasingly prominent
extreme self — serving strategic orientation—manifested in its hardline stance on
territorial disputes, its ambitious drive to dominate regional affairs, and its sense of
superiority in aggressively promoting Hindu culture—will be a fundamental constraint on
the long—term development of its relations with East Africa. Based on historical
experience and practical interests, East African countries generally pursue a multi —
balancing diplomacy and will hardly accept the dominance of any single external
power. Therefore ,if India fails to adjust its extreme self —serving strategic mindset, its
military deployments and influence expansion in East Africa will prove unsustainable
and may trigger vigilance and alienation among East African nations.

Keywords: India, east African countries, military security, maritime security,
multiple spatial consciousness

Authors: Yang Siling, Researcher of Institute of South Asian Studies, Yunnan
Academy of Social Sciences ( Kunming 650034 ) ; Ye Shilong, Associate Professor of
Yunnan University of Chinese Medicine ( Kunming 650500 ).

The Construction of Social Capital and Economic Power Among
Indian Businessmen in Tanzania
Yang Chongsheng , Xiong Xinghan and Chen Zeyu
Abstract ; Tanzania’ s national system emphasizes transcending ethnic groups in
discourse, yet socio —economic activities continue to rely on ethnic networks. Therefore ,
this study combines historical documents and field interviews to focus on how Indian
businessmen in Tanzania construct social capital , maintain, and localize their economic
power. The article argues that their success does not simply rely on closed ethnic
networks or external institutional privileges, but rather through a dynamic process of
“institutional translation,” strategically transforming internal social capital—including
business networks, trust mechanisms rooted in family and community, and shared
values—into forms that can be accepted and recognized by mainstream Tanzanian

society and official institutions. Through three mechanisms: resource legitimization
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translation, identity recognition translation, and network power translation, Indian
businessmen build bridges between “ethnicity” and “national system,” achieving the
local embedding of their economic power. The centralization of resources within core
families , intergenerational inheritance of economic and cultural capital, and continuous
negotiation between Indians, the state and other ethnic groups jointly shape the power
structure. Consequently, Indian capital can act as a positive force for Tanzania’ s
economy, yet it may also foster exclusion in contexts of social stratification and trust
deficits , revealing the multifaceted nature of institutional embeddedness.

Keywords : Tanzania, Indian merchants, social capital, economic power, cross —
cultural interaction

Authors; Yang Chongsheng, Assistant Researcher of Institute for International and
Area Studies, Tsinghua University ( Beijing 100084 ); Xiong Xinghan, Assistant
Researcher of Institute for International and Area Studies, Tsinghua University ( Beijing
100084 ) ; Chen Zeyu, Ph. D. Candidate of Institute for International and Area Studies,
Tsinghua University ( Beijing 100084 ).

Consensus and Contestation; The Dual Pathways of
Political Development in Somalia’ s Puntland
Cut Yuanyuan

Abstract; Against the backdrop of overall instability in Somalia, the Puntland
region has emerged as an “island of stability,” whose development path holds unique
research value. A systematic analysis of Puntland’ s internal governance mechanisms and
external strategies reveals that its stability stems from the systematic practice of a dual
strategy. Internally , it has constructed a model of consensus politics, grounded in clan —
based selection and operationalized through indirect parliamentary elections. This system
balances clan interests and resolves internal conflicts via power —sharing mechanisms.
Externally, Puntland acts as a strategic actor within the federal framework, employing
strategies of cooperation and balancing to safeguard its autonomy and expand its regional
influence. The key to the success of Puntland’ s dual strategy lies in its single —tribe —
dominated social structure, historically accumulated governance experience, and
pragmatic resource integration capabilities. However, Puntland ’ s development faces
challenges such as elite solidification , insufficient social inclusiveness,and uncertainties
in its external relations. Puntland’ s governance practices provide a new perspective for

understanding local stability in Somalia,and its experience offers a governance path that

- 148 -



