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Abstract; The organizational evolution of the Intergovernmental Authority on
Development (IGAD) reveals the inherent tension between functional expansion and
capacity building in regional organizations. Since its establishment in 1986, 1GAD has
undergone three major functional shifts ; from an environmental governance body initially
focused on combating climate disasters,to an entity with security functions centered on
conflict mediation, and later further developing into a regional economic community
dedicated to economic integration. This evolution was not driven by endogenous capacity
building, but rather constituted a passive response to external agenda — setting and
regional crises. Consequently,a structural disconnect has emerged between its mandates
and its capabilities , manifesting as chronic resource shortages, limited agenda — setting
autonomy ,and a lack of political consensus among member states. Thus, despite notable
successes in specific cases such as mediating the Sudanese civil war, this structural
misalignment continues to severely constrain IGAD’ s overall performance in social
development, security governance, and economic integration. Unless the fundamental
contradiction between its functions and capacities is resolved, the organization will
continue to face the risk of marginalization in its core areas of operation.
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Abstract ; This review examines studies on mutual learning and exchanges between
Chinese and African civilizations published in China’ s core academic journals from the
second half of 2015 to the first half of 2025. The literature is organized into three parts
conceptual scope, historical inheritance, and practical domains, and it summarizes key
viewpoints and research progress. Beyond conceptual discussion, scholarship advances
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- 151 -



