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Mandate Expansion and Role Misalignment ;
The Organizational Transformation and Development Limits of IGAD
Liu Xiaolan and Wang Tao

Abstract; The organizational evolution of the Intergovernmental Authority on
Development (IGAD) reveals the inherent tension between functional expansion and
capacity building in regional organizations. Since its establishment in 1986, 1GAD has
undergone three major functional shifts ; from an environmental governance body initially
focused on combating climate disasters,to an entity with security functions centered on
conflict mediation, and later further developing into a regional economic community
dedicated to economic integration. This evolution was not driven by endogenous capacity
building, but rather constituted a passive response to external agenda — setting and
regional crises. Consequently,a structural disconnect has emerged between its mandates
and its capabilities , manifesting as chronic resource shortages, limited agenda — setting
autonomy ,and a lack of political consensus among member states. Thus, despite notable
successes in specific cases such as mediating the Sudanese civil war, this structural
misalignment continues to severely constrain IGAD’ s overall performance in social
development, security governance, and economic integration. Unless the fundamental
contradiction between its functions and capacities is resolved, the organization will
continue to face the risk of marginalization in its core areas of operation.

Keywords: IGAD, Horn of Africa, environmental governance, conflict resolution,
economic integration

Authors; Liu Xiaolan, Assistant Researcher of Institute of African Studies,Zhejiang
Normal University ( Jinhua 321004 ) ; Wang Tao, Professor of Institute of African
Studies , Zhejiang Normal University (Jinhua 321004 ).

A Review of Research on Mutual Learning between Chinese and African
Civilizations in China Over the Past Decade
Wang Keyan

Abstract ; This review examines studies on mutual learning and exchanges between
Chinese and African civilizations published in China’ s core academic journals from the
second half of 2015 to the first half of 2025. The literature is organized into three parts
conceptual scope, historical inheritance, and practical domains, and it summarizes key
viewpoints and research progress. Beyond conceptual discussion, scholarship advances
along two main lines :the historical line and the reality —oriented line. The historical line

traces traditional roots of China — Africa exchanges and mutual learnings,as well as their

- 151 -



Journal of China — Africa Studies Vol. 6,No. 4, December 2025

influences on both cultures. The reality — oriented line analyzes current channels,
models ,and outcomes of cultural and people —to — people exchanges and cooperations.
Overall, research in the past decade has made clear progress and has deepened
understanding of the content and mechanisms of China—Africa cultural exchange.
However, gaps remain in building coherent theoretical frameworks and diversifying
research perspectives. Future efforts to deepen research on mutual learnings between
Chinese and African civilizations should foster interactive development between
theoretical innovation and practical application,thereby contributing greater intellectual
support and cultural strength to China —Africa cooperation.

Keywords: China —Africa relations, mutual learning between civilizations, the
Global Civilizations Initiative ( GCI) ,China — Africa Community with a Shared Future

Author ; Wang Keyan, Ph. D. Candidate of Center for African Studies, Shanghai
Normal University ( Shanghai 200234 ) .
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