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Special Issue,” Journal of African Trade,Vol. 8 ,No. 2( Special Issue) ,2021,pp. 1 —11.
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2022, pp. 237 - 284.
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African Union, “18th Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the African Union, ” https://au. int/en/
summit/18 ,accessed October 5,2025.

African Union, “25th Ordinary Session of the Assembly of the African Union, ”https://au. int/en/
summit/25 , accessed October 5,2025.

United Nations Trade and Development, “List of Least Developed Countries, ” https : //unctad. org/
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@ “Asian Economic Integration Report 2025,” Asian Development Bank, https://www. adb. org/
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accessed October 15,2025 ; “ Annual Share of Goods Exports from the European Union Going to
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The Five —Year Progress and Future Path of the
African Continental Free Trade Area
Wei Yuanyuan ,Yu Minghong and Zhao Yaping

Abstract; On January 1,2021, the African Continental Free Trade Area
(AfCFTA) was officially launched, marking a significant milestone in Africa’ s
economic integration process. The establishment of the AfCFTA stems from both a
long —standing vision for integration and pressing developmental needs, while also
being shaped by external factors such as geopolitical restructuring and disruptions
in the multilateral trading system. Over the past five years, key achievements in
building the AfCFTA have included:a maturing policy framework supported by
flexible and clear negotiation mechanisms ;the gradual improvement of supporting
facilities, which has enhanced endogenous drivers of trade growth; and the
successful coordination of unified positions among member states , fostering greater
unity and self —reliance. However, the AfCFTA concurrently faces a series of
challenges ; slow national decision — making processes leading to implementation
delays ; the persistent prevalence of non —tariff barriers that hinder trade flows;
and overlapping regional mechanisms that complicate policy coordination. Looking
ahead, the future development of the AfCFTA necessitates strengthening
institutional implementation to boost compliance willingness and capacity,
advancing digitalization and standards harmonization to reduce trade barriers, and
clarifying the functional roles of institutions to enhance coordination between sub —

regional and continental levels. China actively supports Africa’ s integration by
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providing strong support for the AfCFTA in key areas such as standards
coordination , digital trade,and infrastructure connectivity.
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From Total Dependency to Limited Autonomy :
The Historical Evolution and Continuation Logic of the African Franc Zone
Xia Ranruo and Xu Wei

Abstract: From the colonial era to the present, the economic model of the
CFA franc zone has undergone a transformation from “complete dependency” to
“limited autonomy. ” Its evolution reflects the coexistence of transformative
momentum and persistent resistance within African nations. Initially established
as a monetary arrangement under the colonial system,the CFA franc zone bore
distinct characteristics of dependency. With the rise of African independence
movements , shifts in the Cold War landscape, and the advancement of European
integration, African nations gradually reduced their unilateral dependence on
France through proactive adjustments, thereby strengthening their autonomy.
Nevertheless ,the CFA franc system persists to this day, underpinned by a dual
logic: Objectively, France’s strategic positioning, institutional inertia, and
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