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providing strong support for the AfCFTA in key areas such as standards
coordination , digital trade,and infrastructure connectivity.
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From Total Dependency to Limited Autonomy :
The Historical Evolution and Continuation Logic of the African Franc Zone
Xia Ranruo and Xu Wei

Abstract: From the colonial era to the present, the economic model of the
CFA franc zone has undergone a transformation from “complete dependency” to
“limited autonomy. ” Its evolution reflects the coexistence of transformative
momentum and persistent resistance within African nations. Initially established
as a monetary arrangement under the colonial system,the CFA franc zone bore
distinct characteristics of dependency. With the rise of African independence
movements , shifts in the Cold War landscape, and the advancement of European
integration, African nations gradually reduced their unilateral dependence on
France through proactive adjustments, thereby strengthening their autonomy.
Nevertheless ,the CFA franc system persists to this day, underpinned by a dual
logic: Objectively, France’s strategic positioning, institutional inertia, and
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coordination challenges among member states form structural barriers that are
difficult to overcome ; Subjectively, Franc Zone nations voluntarily maintain the
current equilibrium of “limited autonomy” driven by demands for economic
stability , caution toward transition risks, and the preservation of elite interests.
Consequently, this paper proposes pathways for reflection across ideological ,
institutional , technical , and strategic dimensions, centered on gradually reducing
external dependencies while safeguarding economic stability to explore a risk —
managed path toward greater autonomy. This model of transformation prioritizing
stability amidst change offers a valuable reference for Global South countries
seeking to enhance their autonomy within real —world constraints.

Keywords: CFA franc zone, neo — colonialism, France — Africa relations , the
Global South
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Artificial Intelligence Development in Africa and
New Opportunities for China —Africa Cooperation
Ren Chunlet and Hou Yuyou
Abstract: Artificial intelligence, as a potent transformative force, is
profoundly reshaping the political —economic order and social development of
human society through technological integration. The Africa needs to confront and
respond to this profound transformation. At the current stage, Al development in

Africa exhibits multidimensional and composite characteristics: in terms of
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