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coordination challenges among member states form structural barriers that are
difficult to overcome ; Subjectively, Franc Zone nations voluntarily maintain the
current equilibrium of “limited autonomy” driven by demands for economic
stability , caution toward transition risks, and the preservation of elite interests.
Consequently, this paper proposes pathways for reflection across ideological ,
institutional , technical , and strategic dimensions, centered on gradually reducing
external dependencies while safeguarding economic stability to explore a risk —
managed path toward greater autonomy. This model of transformation prioritizing
stability amidst change offers a valuable reference for Global South countries
seeking to enhance their autonomy within real —world constraints.

Keywords: CFA franc zone, neo — colonialism, France — Africa relations , the
Global South
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Artificial Intelligence Development in Africa and
New Opportunities for China —Africa Cooperation
Ren Chunlet and Hou Yuyou
Abstract: Artificial intelligence, as a potent transformative force, is
profoundly reshaping the political —economic order and social development of
human society through technological integration. The Africa needs to confront and
respond to this profound transformation. At the current stage, Al development in

Africa exhibits multidimensional and composite characteristics: in terms of
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technological innovation, it is distinctly application —driven while suffering from
structural weaknesses in core technologies ; regarding policies and regulations ,top —
level design is accelerating, yet governance models are under dual pressures from
insufficient endogenous capacity and heavy external reliance ;at the market level,
growth is driven by multiple factors but marked by structural imbalances ;in talent
cultivation , there are deep —seated challenges such as talent loss and persistent
educational disparities. Driven by underlying logics across economic production,
social governance, and international politics, Al is becoming a new engine for
Africa’ s post — colonial development and modernization, a novel approach to
addressing social risks,and a fresh opportunity to escape marginalization. It holds
significant importance in reshaping Africa’ s economic growth and socio —cultural
structure. In the context of the deepening all —weather China — Africa community
with a shared future for the new era, the two sides can pioneer digital
infrastructure cooperation, use governance experience exchange as a bridge, and
forge a model for Al collaboration among Global South countries. China and
Africa should seize the wave of the global Al revolution, jointly construct a high —
level cooperative framework ,and propel their Al partnership into a new phase of
high —quality and sustainable development.
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