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The Decolonization of African Knowledge:
Theoretical Logic and Practical Pathways
Hu Pengzhi

Abstract: This paper offers an in —depth examination of the theoretical logic
and practical pathways for the decolonization of African knowledge aiming to
reconstruct the subjectivity and legitimacy of African knowledge dismantle the
Western — centric narrative framework and promote the construction of a more just
and inclusive global knowledge ecology. The epistemological characteristics of
African indigenous knowledge are distinctly embodied communal and practical;
the justification of knowledge relies on communal consensus and practical
efficacy and is ultimately oriented toward sustaining survival and communal
harmony. “Epistemic colonialism " through linguistic hegemony the educational
system and the construction of a “colonial library ” reduces African knowledge
to folklore and superstition resulting in a deep rupture in African intellectual
history. The decolonization of African knowledge constitutes a core philosophical
proposition for Africa to reconstruct its subjectivity and achieve genuine
liberation. Its central claim is not to replace “Western epistemology ” with
“African epistemology ~ but to break the monopoly of a single rationality and
offer another possibility for human cognition. The community connection integration
of knowledge and action and the value pursuit of “the richness of life” emphasized
by African indigenous knowledge serve as necessary complements and corrections
to the Western tradition of instrumental rationality. Despite facing numerous
challenges the decolonization of African knowledge is a crucial step toward
promoting the pluralization of the global knowledge system helping to expand the
Western notion of “absolute universality” into “dialogic universality. ” In the
future it is necessary to engage in global dialogue with a confident and open
stance thereby constructing a richer more just and inclusive landscape of human

knowledge.
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The Emergence Development and New Trends of Contemporary African
Christian Theology
Deng Haochen

Abstract: Contemporary African Christian theology has spiritually responded
to social transformations across the continent. Emerging within the decolonization
movement of the 1950s it established its localised presence within Catholic and
Protestant circles during the 1970s through “Theology of Inculturation”. By the
1980s intensified social tensions shifted theological focus towards social realities:
South Africa’s “Theology of Liberation” targeted apartheid; mainstream church
theologians reflected on Africa’ s predicament awakening Christians” consciousness
for transformation; Pentecostalism emerged as a distinct force attracting followers
through “Theology of Prosperity”. From the 1990s to the present there are several
new trends “Theology of Reconstruction” calls for transcending liberation
narratives to build post—democratisation communitie “Theology of Mother
Tongue” emphasises the contribution of indigenous language exegesis to global
Christianity; African Catholicism through two Special Assemblies of African
Bishops advocates regional reconciliation and social justicé “Women’s
Theology ” critiques patriarchy reconstructing interpretive traditions through
female experience. The various strands of contemporary African Christian theology
constitute systematic expressions by theologians seeking spiritual autonomy for
Africa. This both represents the de — Westernisation of global Christianity and
provides intellectual resources for the Global South.

Keywords: African Christianity theology of inculturation theology of
liberation theology of reconstruction theology of mother tongue

Author: Deng Haochen Lecturer of School of International Relations and
Public Affairs Fudan University( Shanghai 200433) .

* 156 -



