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Regional Agricultural Value Chain Construction under the AfCFTA
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Abstract: Amidst heightened global economic uncertainty and escalating
geopolitical risks African countries have attached great importance to accelerating
the implementation of the African Continental Free Trade Area( AfCFTA) with
the aim of building sustainable endogenous drivers for economic development and
enhancing resilience against external risks and shocks. Constructing regional
value chains is crucial for the AfCFTA’ s implementation to generate transformative
impact. Regional agricultural value chains is a priority area for the implementation
of the AfCFTA aimed at fostering economic growth creating employment ensuring
food security enhancing the competitiveness of the agricultural sector accelerating
agricultural modernization and economic structural transformation. Currently the
construction of Africa’s regional agricultural value chains faces constraints at
different levels. At the national level the development of agricultural value chain
lags behind. At the regional organization level the degree of economic integration
exhibits heterogeneity. At the continental level progress in trade facilitation
reforms remains sluggish. Moving forward the African Continental Free Trade
Area will strive to establish inclusive strategic digitalized and green regional
agricultural value chains thereby advancing inclusive equitable prosperous and
sustainable regional economic integration.
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African Payment and Settlement System( PAPSS) and promoted its implementation
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at the continental level. As a key instrument for advancing African financial
integration PAPSS aims to address the payment challenges in intra — continental
cross —border trade. Its implementation is expected to reduce the cost of intra —
African trade decrease reliance on third — party currencies resolve the
fragmentation of existing African payment systems and support the economic
integration of the African Continental Free Trade Area. Despite facing challenges
such as weak electronic payment infrastructure lack of necessary understanding
and trust and exchange rate volatility PAPSS holds promising prospects. The
growing sense of internal autonomy in Africa and the burgeoning new
technological revolution provide a favorable political environment and technical
guarantee for the full operation of PAPSS. Moreover China could incorporate
PAPSS into the framework of China — Africa infrastructure cooperation and digital
economy cooperation thereby contributing to the enhancement of both the
hardware and software of PAPSS in Africa.
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From Asian - African Solidarity to Global South Cooperation:
The Normative Evolution and Contemporary Value of the Bandung Spirit
Pan Yue

Abstract: As a historic conference of Asian and African nations striving for
independence in the post—colonial era the 1955 Bandung Conference established
the Bandung Spirit which has evolved from a regional norm to a global guiding
principle. By combining norm theory with historical analysis this study examines
the internal logic of the Bandung Spirit” s transformation from an Asian — African
solidarity concept into a norm for Global South cooperation. The research finds that
the normative evolution of the Bandung Spirit follows a triple pathway of “subject
shaping — platform diffusion — institutional internalization”: norm entrepreneurs like

Indonesia creatively combined local cultural resources with international political
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